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Application materials:



Research proposals: differences between the 
USA and Australian/European universities



Key factors to consider for writing research 
proposal:



Writing research proposal:

Nobody’s asking you to reinvent the wheel when it comes to writing your PhD proposal – leave that for your 
actual thesis. For now, while you’re just working out how to write a PhD proposal, examples are a great 
starting point.

What makes this tricky is that proposals can vary greatly by field and disciplinary norms, so you should check 
with your proposed supervisor to see if they have a specific format or list of criteria to follow. Part of writing a 
good PhD proposal is submitting it in a style that's familiar to the people who will read and (hopefully) 
become excited by it and want to bring you into their research area.



Ask your planned supervisor for advice



Find the “why” and focus on it



Graduate School 101: 
General Tips 



Graduate School



📚 General things to keep in mind ✏️



🗣 Graduate School Adviser 🗣



Plan your project



Fund your research



Learn how you work best



Manage your time 



👩🏻🏫 Conferences 👩🏻🏫



Networking



👩👩👦👦  Your cohort/lab is your ‘family’ 

👩👨👧👦  



Committee members



📖 Preliminary/Comprehensive exams 📖



🎯 Keep your eye on the prize 🎯



Before you graduate



Questions / Answers
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